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TOPIC1:INTRODUCTIONTOLITERATURE

01. THEOVERVIEW OFTHETERM LITERATURE

a)Meaningofliterature

Thereisnosingledefinitionofthatsuitsthemeaningofliterature.Asaresult,there

havebeenvariousattemptstodefinetheterm literature.Someoftheseattemptsare;

 Literatureisaworkofartthatusesthelanguagecreativelyto portraythe

messagetotheintendedaudience.

 Literatureisaworkofartthatusesthelanguagecreativelytoexpresshuman

realitiestothesociety.

 Literatureisanimaginativeworkofartthatuseslanguagetoreflectsocial

realities.

Therefore,thedefinitionofliteratureshouldincludesomeimportanttermsasfollows;

“Literatureisanimaginativeworkofartthatuseslanguagecreativelyandimaginatively

toportraysocialrealities(society)”.

b)Keyterms/conceptsusedinliterature

Thedefinitionofliteratureisincompleteunlessitinvolvestheseconcepts;

i. Art–referstothewayofdoingthings.Itincludescreativity,decoration,beauty,

painting,coloring,threading,beautification,embroidery.Itis creativity that

comprisestheuseofattentionofindividuals.Artisdividedintotwo(2)types

whichare;

 Performingart:itisanartthatusesmovementofbodiesandvoicestoconveya
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patristicexpression.Performingartincludesdance,musicandacting.

 Fineart:it’sanartthatarecreatedforaestheticorintellectualpurpose.It

includesfurnituremaking,painting,sculpturing,drawing,potteryetc.

ii. Language–isthesystem ofarbitraryvocalsymbolsusedforinteractionand

communication,exchangingandsharingofideas.Languageissoanimportant

toolincommunicationindeliveringtheintendedmessage.Noliteraturecanexist

withoutalanguage.

iii. Creativity/imaginative– it’sasituationofapplyingskills,decoration,painting,

designinganobjectandmakingituniquefrom others.

iv. Society–itisthepeople,folkorinhabitantsofacertainareaorlocation,who

makeupthesociety.

v. Artist–isapersonwhodealswithart,dancing,drawing,paintingandperforming.

Anartistcanbeanorator,performer,dramatist,novelistorapainter.

02. LITERATUREASANART

Literatureissaidtobeanartduetothefollowingpoint;

a)Languageuse;thelanguageusedinliteratureisdifferentfrom thelanguageof

everydayuse.Literatureusesfiguresofspeech,andwordsareassignedanextra

meaningthanwhattheyordinarilyimply.Somewordscarryliteralmeaningand

othershavesymbolicmeaning.Therefore,youneedtodigabitdeeperbefore

yousettleandsaythisiswhatitmeans.

b)Characterandcharacterization;literatureusesrealpeopleorothercharacters

thatrepresentrealpeople in the outside world.Inanimate beings maybe

personifiedinawaythattheyrepresenthumanqualitiesandactaccordingly.

Thisaddsartisticeffecttotheliterarywork.

c)Choiceandpresentationofincidences;literatureisnotjustacollectionoffacts
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andstoriestobereported.Incidentsinliteraturearepresentedinartisticway

thatmakestheaudiencesthinkthattheyareactuallyhappening.Thereistheuse

ofskillfulnarrativetechniqueslikepointofview,flashback,foreshadowing,

suspenseetcallthesehelpthereadertovisualizetheeventsasthoughtheyare

justunfoldingbeforetheireyes.

d)Selectionofsetting;writersselectasettingthatgoestogetherwiththecontent

oftheirworks.Forexample,someissueslikepoverty,ignorance,classes,misuse

ofpoweretcarecommoninAfricancontext.

e)Selectionoftitle;literaryworkslikeplays,novelsandpoemshavetilethatgoes

togetherwiththetargetedmessage.Forexample,TheTrialsofBrotherJero

linkedthetitlewiththecontentpresentedbyusingthemaincharacterBrother

Jero.

f) Literatureisimaginativeandsymbolicinnature;thelanguageusedinliteratureis

usually imaginative.Therefore,literature justuses language imaginatively

representedsocialrealities.

03. FUNCTIONSOFLITERATURE

Sinceliteraturedoesnotdevelopfrom avacuum,butfrom thesocietyinwhichit

emanates,ithasgotdifferentrolestoplayinthesociety.Thefollowingaresomeofthe

mostimportantrolesofliteratureinthesociety;

a)Literatureeducatespeopleinthesociety.

Literaryworksareusedtoimpartknowledgetothemembersofthesociety.Itcreates

awarenessondifferentsocial-politicaland economicmatterstaking placeinthe

society.Iteducates the young people on how they are expected to behave in

accordancewiththedemandsoftheirsocietiesandtherolestheyarerequiredtofulfill.

b)Literatureexpressespeople’sculture.
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Sinceliteraturedevelopsfrom thesociety,itautomaticallyexpressesthecultureofits

people.Allculturalaspectsliketraditions,beliefs,customs,normsetcareexpressedso

thatthesocietymaycherishthegoodonesandcarrythem overtothenextgenerations

andmodifyordiscardtheoutdatedones.

c)Literatureisusedtoentertainpeople

Mostliteraryworksappealtoemotions.Byreading,listeningandwatchingliterary

workswegetentertained.Poemsanddramascreateanenjoymenttotheaudience

differentfrom onewegetwhenweareeatingfoods.Literaryenjoymentiscalled

aestheticpleasure;forexample,comediesandmelodrama.

d)Literatureisusedtoinfluencepeopleinthesociety.

Moreoftenthannotpeoplewhoareinterestedinwatching,listeningandreadingliterary

worksaretemptedtoactlikethosecharactersintherespectiveliterarywork.Duringthe

struggleforindependenceforexample,literaryworkswereusedtoinstillrevolutionary

ideastotheoppressedtotakeuparmsagainsttheoppressor.Considerthepoem Your

PainbyArmandoGuebuza.

e)Literatureisusedtodeveloplanguage

Byreading,listeningandwatchingliteraryworks,peopleimprovetheirlanguageskills

such as listening,speaking,reading and writing.People mayalso improve their

vocabularystocksincetheywillnotonlycomeacrossanumberofnewwordsbutalso

knowhowtheyareusedinrealcontext.Authorsdoalsocomewithnewwords,phrases,

idioms,figuresofspeechthathelptodevelopthelanguage.

f) Literatureisusedtoliberatepeoplementallyandphysically.

Literaryworkspresentthemessagethathelpstoliberatethesocietymentallyasa

resulttheyliberatethemselvesphysically.Itconcertizesthesocietyabouttheexistence

ofoppressivesystemsandsuggestswaystogetridofthosesystems.Example,united

westand,dividedwefall.

g)Literatureisusedtocriticizethesociety.
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Literaturemaybeusedtocriticizethesocietyinasensethatitpointsouttheburning

issuesandrequeststhesocietytoresolvethem.Moreoftenthannotliteraryartists

pointsouttheevilsdonebythetraditionalsociety.Example,perpetuatingtheoutdated

customslikeFGM,widow inheritance,forcedmarriage,etcandaskthesocietyto

discardthem.Theymayalsopointthewrongsdonebytherulingclassandsuggestthe

waystogetridoftheseleaders.

04. IMPORTANCEOFSTUDYINGLITERATURE

a)Literaturehelpsusgrowbothpersonallyandintellectually.Itopensdoorsforus.

Itstretchesourmind,developsourimagination,increasesourunderstandingand

enlargesourpowerofsympathy.Ithelpsusseebeautyintheworldaroundus.

b)Itlinksuswiththecultural,philosophicalandreligiousworldofwhichwearea

part.

c)Itenablesustorecognizehumandreamsandstrugglesindifferentplacesand

times.

d)Itmakesushuman.Literatureexcisesouremotionsthroughinterest,concern,

sympathy,tension,excitement,regret,fear,laughterandhope.

e)Itidentifiesthesociety.

f) Itbroadenspeople’sthinking.

g)Itpreservesandtransmitspeople’sculture.

h)Itunitespeople.

i) Itencouragespeople.

j) Itcreatesemploymenttopeople.
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05. CONTEXTINWHICHLITERATUREISAPPLIEDINTHESOCIETY

Contextisasituationinwhichsomethinghappensandthathelpsyoutounderstandit.

Itisalsoknownasenvironmentorcircumstanceorbackground.Therearedifferent

contextsinoursocietiesinwhichliteratureisapplied.Theseenvironmentsincludethe

following;

a)Educationcontext

Literatureisusedinschools,collegesanduniversitiesasoneofthefieldofstudy.

Through studying literature,we getprofessionalorexperts like analyst,novelist,

playwrights,poetorpoetess,teachers,authors,andprofessorsofliterature.Musicians

arealsoexpertsofliterature.Theyusetheirknowledgetoentertainandeducatethe

memberofthesocietythroughtheirsongs.

b)Religiouscontext

Indifferentreligiousdominations,literatureisapartandparceloftheirworship.The

churchchoirsapplytheknowledgeofliteraturetocomposesongs,practiceandsing

them.Thewaytheysing,praiseandworshipingsongsaswellashymnsandlyricsongs

employsliterarytechniques.Thelanguageusedatchurchesischaracterizedbypoetic

languageforexampleintheHolyBibletherearebookssuchasthebookofproverbs

andpsalm.Also,thedramatizationofbiblicaleventssuchasofNoahistheworkof

literature.

c)Economiccontext

From thehistoryofmanliteraturehasbeenused fordifferentpurpose.Thus,

literaturecannotbeisolatedwiththeoriginofmanthroughlaborprocessassociated

with the making and using tools.Human beings had to use language to

communicatedifferentissuesrelatedtolabordifferentiation.Primarily,literature

wasinoralformssuchassongs(laborsongs),myths,forktalesaimedatwarning,

encouraginghardworking,criticizingevilandmaintainingsocialvaluesorpeople

composeddifferentsongsthataccompaniedthem duringtheireconomicactivities

andafterit.Exampleofsongs/poemsincludesTheLazyManbyYoruba.
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d)Politicalcontext

Literatureplaysabigroleinpoliticalactivities.From thehistoryofpoliticalstruggle

forindependence,ithasbeenobservedthatpoliticalleadersandothermembers

usedliteratureasatoolofcommunication.Theycomposeddifferentsongsto

mobilizepeopletouniteandstruggleforfreedom.Forexample,thepoem ofYour

PainwasmeanttohelppeopleofMozambiquetohaveself-awarenessonthe

impactofcolonialism.Thissong inspired and motivated them to unitehence

struggle fortheirfreedom.Literature is applied during politicalcampaign to

influencepeopletovoteforaparticularpoliticalpartylikeCCM orCHADEMA.

e)Marriagecontext

Literatureisalsoappliedduringmarriageceremonywherebydifferentsongsare

sungforenjoyment,warningandeducatingthecouples.Forexample,wedding

songsaremainlysungbytherelativeofthebridetoshow appreciationforthe

ceremonyandforthesuccessfulmarriage.

f) Funeralcontext

Literatureisappliedthroughitsworkssuchassongs,proverbs,poemstoconsole

therelativesanddifferentfriendsofthediseasedperson.InHehetribemencryin

poeticform bynamingthenamesoftheirrelativeswhopassedlongtimeago.They

callitKuyeyela.Thesongssungduringthefuneralarecalleddirges.Dirgesare

songssungorperformedatfuneraloratmemorialserviceswherebythesingers

mournthedeadpersonthroughthesong.Theyconveydeepfeelingandsadness.

g)Socialcontext

Inthiscontext,literatureappliedaccordingtothepurposeofthesocialgathering.

Literaryworkssuchassongs,comedies,idioms,proverbsandshortstoriesareused

orperformedtoeducate,criticize,warnandentertainpeople.Theaim istomakea
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personreformsandbehaveinasociallyacceptableway.Comedyperformedto

entertainpeople.

h)Familycontext

Literatureappliedinfamilylevelwherebyparents,guardians,adults,neighborsand

youthuseliteraryworkstocommunicatetheiremotionsandfeelingsindifferent

ways.Membersofthefamilysuchaseldersoradultsaswellasyouthnarrate

differentstoriessuchasfable,anecdote,andforktaleandsingdifferentsongslike

childbirthandchildnamingsongs,lullabiestoeducate,entertainandwarntheyoung

generation.

06. FORMSOFLITERATURE

Therearetwomajortypes/formsofliteraturenamely;

a)Oralliterature;thisisatypeofliteraturethatpresentsthemessagethrough

wordsofmouth.Itistheoldestform ofliteraturesinceitwaspracticedbefore

theinventionofwritings.Example,myths,parable,legendsetc.

b)Writtenliterature;thisisaform literaturethatpresentsthemessagethrough

writtenform.Itbeganwiththeinventionofwritings.Ithastwomajorforms,

whicharefictionandnon-fiction.Examplesofwrittenliteratureincludebiography,

autobiography,novels,plays,shortstories,essaysetc.

Relationshipbetweenoralandwrittenliterature

a)Bothportrayonsocialrealities.

b)Bothuselanguageasitsmedium ofcommunication.

c)Bothconsistoftwoelementsthatareform andcontent.

d)Bothperform similarfunctionslikeeducating,developinglanguageanduniting

people.

Differencebetweenoralandwrittenliterature
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a)Oralliteraturepresentedorallywhile,writtenliteraturepresentedthroughwritings

b)Oralliteraturepreservedinmemorywhile,writtenliteraturepreservedinwritings

likenovelsandshortstories.

c)Oralliteratureinvolvesperformancewhile,writtenliteraturedoesnotinvolve

performanceratherthanreading.

d)Oralliterature adopts immediate changes while,written literature does not

adheretoimmediatechanges.

e)Oralliteratureisrichintypeswhile,writtenliteraturehasfewtypes.

f) Oralliteratureisrichincharacterswhile,writtenliteratureislimitedtohuman

characters.

g)Oralliteratureisownedbythewholecommunitywhile;writtenliteratureisowned

bytheauthor.

h)Oralliteratureisoldinagewhile,writtenliteratureisyounginage.

07. LANGUAGEANDLITERATURE

Languageactsasthebridgewherewegetmessages.

a)Featuresoflanguageusedinliterature

i. Itisimaginativeinnature

Thelanguageusedinliteraturecreatesmentalpictureinthereaders’mind.When

thereaderreads,heorshecanhaveapictureofsomething.Thisisdonebyfigures

ofspeechsuchasexaggerationandmetaphor.

ii. Itdoesnotfollowthestandardridesofgrammar

Thismeansthatanywriteroffictionorliteraryworkisfreetoviolatetheridesof

grammartoconveyacertainintention.

iii. Itissymbolicinnature
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Inliteraturewordsareusedtopresentsacertainideaorsomething.Example,in

YOURPAIN,theword‘blood’symbolizessacrifice.

b)Relationshipbetweenliteratureandlanguage

i. Literatureuseslanguageasamedium topresenttheintendedmessage.

Theartistsmustpossessawiderangeofvocabulariesandagoalcommandover

appropriateoccasionandrightthatexpressthemeaningintended.

ii. Languageisusedtoinfluenceotherpeoples’mind.

Thefunctionsofthespokenwordsarenotonlyconveyingmeanings,butalso

influencepeoples’minds.Itmakesthem alertwiththeaim ofbringingthechanges

inthesocietyforthebettermentofthepeople.

iii. Languageisusedtoarouseemotions.

Itcanbeforpleasureandenjoymenttoconvince,persuade,andarouseemotions

suchaspity,terrorandsorrow.Throughlanguage(words)peoplecanenjoyorbeing

sad.

iv. Languageisapartofliterature.

Wecannothaveliteraturewithoutlanguage.Itistherefore,necessaryforpeoplewho

composeliteraryworkstouselanguageofthesocietytoconveytheintended

messagetotheaudience.Forexample,iftheartistwantstocommunicatethe

messagetoTanzania,theyareforcedtouseKiswahilithatisunderstoodbymajority.

v. Literatureisusedtodeveloplanguage.

Thisisthroughreading,listening,speakingandwriting.

vi. Languagemakesliteratureaworkofart.

Whenlanguageisusedartisticallyiscalledliterature.Thelanguageofliteratureis

creative,imaginative,andsymbolicinnature.
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vii. Literatureisbothstoredineitherwrittenwordsandpresentedinreading

whilestoredinhumanmemory.Also,presentedthroughthewordof

mouth.Throughalanguage,theaudienceunderstood.

c)Differencesbetweenordinaryandliterarylanguage

i. Ordinarylanguageisthemostcommon,everydayusageofthelanguage

amongpeople.Itisusedondailybasisamongthepeoplewhile;literary

languageisthefigurativeform oflanguagethatisoftenusedinliterature.It

isusedonlyinliterarycontexts.

ii. Ordinarylanguage followsthe normalword order(syntax).Itisformal

standard syntax while;literary language word ordermay be changed

accordingtothewriter’sstyletosuittheliteraryeffect.

iii. Ordinarylanguagemayormaynothavefiguresofspeechwhile;literary

languageisrichinfigureofspeechthatmakeitfigurative.

iv. Ordinarylanguage is straightforward and thus easyto understand the

meaningconveyedwhile;literarylanguageisdifficultfortheordinaryman

whodoesnotknow theliterarytechniquestounderstandthemeaning.It

mayhavetwoormorelayersofmeaning.

v. Ordinarylanguage,itswordshavetheiroriginalmeaning.Itsmeaningisclear

thusnoambiguityisexperiencedwhile;literarylanguage,itswordsacquire

newmeanings.Aliteraryworkcanbereadundermultipleinterpretations.

d)FactorsforusingforeignlanguagesinAfricanliterature

i. Underdevelopmentandun-developmentofAfricanlanguages

Writerscannotwriteinlanguagesthathavenotbeendevelopedtohaveawrittenform

orlanguagesthathavenotbeendevelopedtothelevelatwhichtheycouldbeusedin

literature.

ii. Absenceofgovernmentlanguagepolicies.
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InAfrica,therearenogovernmentpoliciesthatcouldencouragetheuseofAfrican

languagesinliterature.

iii. LackofpromotionofAfricanlanguagesinemploymentandeducationsystem.

ThereisnoAfricancountrywhereacreditpassinanAfricanlanguageisacriterionfor

promotioninthecivilservice,admissiontouniversityoremployment.

iv. Theissueofmultilingualism inAfrica.

Itisestimatedthatthereare2035Africanlanguagesatpresent.Thissituationis

possiblyresponsibleforthelackofgovernmentpoliciesthatcouldencouragetheuse

ofAfricanlanguagesinliterature.

v. ThecostofdevelopingAfricanlanguages

Todevelopalanguageiscapitalintensive.Itisthereforedifficulttodevelopallthe

languagesofAfricatobeusedinliterature.

vi. LackofmarketforliteraryworkswritteninAfricanlanguages.

Inotherwords,itishardtoputmostAfricanlanguagesinwrittenform.Thisisamajor

factorthataffectsthecommercialvaluesoftheliteraryworkswritteninthelanguages.

vii. Theproblem ofpublication

MostpublishersarenotwillingtopublishworkswritteninAfricanlanguages.Publishers

ofliteraryworksinAfricanlanguagesareabiggestchallenge.Mostpublishinghouses

arereluctanttopublishtheseworksbecausetheyhavenoexpertsintheselanguages.

e)Importanceoflanguageinliterature

Languageisimportantinliteratureduetothefollowingreasons;

i. Languageisthemedium ofliterature.Itistheroad,carrierorvehicle

throughwhichliteratureisconveyedeitherasoralorwrittenone.

ii. Literatureiscreatedbylanguage.Thismeanstherewouldbenoliterature
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iftherewasnolanguage.Whenthetextuseslanguageinanartisticor

peculiarway,itiscalledliteratureorliterarytext.

iii. Literaturetransformsandintensifiesordinarylanguageintocreativeone.

Indoingso,literaturedeviatessystematicallyfrom everydayspeechto

figurativelanguage.

iv. Languageisimprovedwhenreadingliterature.So,readingisanaidfor

languagedevelopment.Wereaddifferentliterarytexttoimprovelanguage.

v. Languagehelpsstudentsto developtextualanalysisskillsofvarious

literaryworks.

vi. Languageinliteraturehelpstoexposestudentstosamplesofreal-life

settinginvariousliteraryworks.

08. LITERARYDEVICES

Aliterarydevicereferstoartisticlanguagestructuresusedbywriterstogiveadeeper

meaningandflavortotheirliteraryworks.Theyincludefiguresofspeechandmusicalor

soundtechniqueslikerhymingscheme,alliterationetc.

Afigureofspeechisanexpressionofthingsthatdeviatedfrom ordinarylanguage.

Figuresofspeechmakeliteraryworksappearcolorfulandattractivetoread.

Rolesofliterarydevicesinliterature

i. Theysakeforcomparison.Example,metaphorandsimile.

ii. Theysakeforemphasis.Example,reiterationorrepetition.

iii. Theysakeforclarity

iv. Theysakeforfreshness

v. Theydifferentiateliteraryworksfrom otherworks

vi. Theysakeforbeauty
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Themostcommonliterarydevicesusedinliterature

a)Metaphor

Itisafigureofspeechthatmakesadirectcomparisonbetweentwounlikethings

withoutusingthewords“likeoras”.Itsuggeststhatonethingisanotherthingoris

equaltoanotherthing.Example;

i. Hewasalion

ii. Thelordismyshepherd

b)Simile

Itisafigureofspeechthatmakesacomparisonbetweentwounlikethingsbyusingthe

words“like”,“as”,“than”or“resembles”.Example;

i. Aswhiteassnow

ii. Lifeisjustlikeice-cream,enjoyitbeforeitmelts

c)Irony

Istheuseofwordsinsuchawaythattheintendedmeaningiscompletelyoppositeto

theirliteralmeaning.Itcanhappenorusedintentionallyorunintentionallytomakethe

audiencethinkaboutwhathasjustbeensaidortoemphasizeacertainidea.Example;

i. Breadissoftasastone

ii. Abanklendsyoumoneyprovidedyoushowthatitisnotneeded.

Typesofirony

Therearethreetypesofironies;

i. Verbalirony

Isthetypeofironyinwhichwordsareusedtosuggesttheoppositeoftheirusual
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meaning.Itoccurswhentheintendedmeaningofthestatementorworksisdifferent

(oftentheoppositeof)whatthestatementorworkliterarysays.Forexample,Ibsen’s

AnEnemyofthePeopleisironicallyusedsinceDr.Stockmanwhoisthedeclaredan

enemy,isinreallysenseandisafriendofthepeople.Example;‘thebreadissoftasa

stone’.

ii. Dramaticirony

Isafailureofacharactertoseeorunderstandwhatisobvioustotheaudience.Also,

referstoacontradictioninaplaybetweenwhatacharacterthinksandwhatthereader

oraudienceknowstobetrue.Dramaticironyisthemomentwhenthenarratorandthe

audiencesharetheknowledgeorexperiencethatacharacterisignorantofit.Example,

‘inOedipustheKingbySophocleswhereOedipusfailstorealizewhattheaudience

knowsthathemarrieshismother’.

iii. Situationirony

Itoccurswhenwhathappensiscontrarytowhatisexpected;ortheactualoutcomeofa

situationistheoppositeofwhatisexpected.Example;

 ThesonoftheEnglishteacherfailsEnglishexam.

 Thedaughterofarichmerchantisexpelledfrom schoolforlackofschoolfees

of20,000shs

d)Satire

Isaliterarytechniquewhichprincipallyridiculesitssubjectwhichincludesindividuals,

organization,orstatesoftenasanintendedmeansofprovokingorpreventingchanges.

Itisapieceofwritingthatusesdevicessuchasirony.

e)Sarcasm

Isabittercuttingspeechintendedtowoundsomeone’sfeelings.Itisintendedbya

speakertogivepaintoapersonaddressed.Example,
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STUDENT:Idon’tunderstand

TEACHER:WellIwouldn’texpectyoutoo

f) Personification

Istherepresentationofinanimateobjectsorabstractideasaslivingbeings.Itconnects

readerswiththeobjectthatispersonified.Example;Themountainscried,thevalleys

wept,andhillswaitedallmourningthedeathofNyerere.

g)Apostrophe

Isadirectaddresstothedeadoraninanimateobjectcreatinganemotionalsurge.

Example;

 Nyerere,onlyifyouwerealive

 Oheartofman-madeGod

h)Rhetoricalquestion

Istheactofaskingquestionsnottogaininformationbutjustforemphasis.Noanswer

infactisexpectedbythespeaker.Example;

 DidyouhelpmewhenIneededhelp?

 Didyouonceoffertointercedeinmybehalf?

 Didyoudoanythingtolistenmylord?

i) Hyperbole/overstatement

Isafigureofspeechinwhichthetruthisexaggeratedforemphasisorforhumorous

effect.Example;

 Iam sohungrythatIcaneatawholecow.

D
o

w
n

lo
ad

ed
  fro

m
 w

w
w

.m
u

to
o

n
lin

e.co
m

, yo
u

 can
 d

o
w

n
lo

ad
 m

o
re p

astp
ap

ers

www.mutoonline.com


18

 Sheweptandweptuntiltherewasaseaoftears.

j) Litotes/understatement

Istheuseofanegativeorweakstatementtoemphasizeapositivemeaning.Orisa

figureofspeechthatusesanunderstatedstatementofanaffirmativebyusinga

negativedescription.Example;

 Iwasnotfeelingunhappy–Iwashappy

 Iam notunmindful–Imind

k)Euphemism

Isafigureofspeechwhichavoidstheuseoftabooorunpleasantwords.Example;

 Restroom fortoilet

 Passawayfordie

 Holeforvirgin

 1,200forpenis

l) Metonymy

Isthesubstitutionofawordwithanotherwordthatiscloserelatedtoit.Itisafigureof

speechthatassociatesthenameofonethingwiththatofsomethingwiththatof

somethingelse.Example;

 Crownforking/governmentruledbyaking

 Wewaitedhopelesslyfortwosunsets.Sunsetsimpliestwodays

 Hehasgoodname.Namereferstoreputation

m)Synecdoche

Isafigureofspeechinwhichthewholeisrepresentedbyapartorapartbythewhole.

Example;
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 Hehasseveralmouthstofeed.Mouthsrepresentpeople

 Thebestbrainsinthecountry.Brainsrepresentintellectuallybrilliantpersons

 50headofcattle.Headrepresentswholeanimal

n)Onomatopoeia

Istheuseofwordswhichimitatethenaturalsoundsofobjectsorthings.Example;

 Thehummingbee

 Thecacklinghen

 Thewhizzingarrow

 Thebuzzingsaw

 Thehissingsnake

 Thesplashingwater

 Thebangofadoor

o)Climax

Isthearrangementofideasin an increasing orderoftheirimportance.Itisthe

arrangementofwords,clausesorsentencesintheorderoftheirimportance.Example;

 Hecame,hesaw,heconqueredhervillage,herstate,hernationwereherpride

 Eat,drinkandsleep

p)Imagery

Isafigureofspeechwhichcreatesmentalpicturesthatappealtoreaders’fivesenses.

Writersusesensorydetailstomakereadersimaginehowthingslook/feel/smell/sound

andtest.

Typesofimagery
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i. Visualimage:thismeansanimageofsight.Example,

 greaterthantherift-valley

ii. Organicimage:thisisanimageoffeeling.Example,

 Morepainfulthantheyell.

iii. Auditoryimage:thisisanimageofsound.Example,

 Ipleadthecryofthenation.

 Thescream ofaman.

iv. Kinestheticimage.Thisisanimageofmotion.Example,

 Itisfasterthancamerafilm.

v. Tactileimage:thisisanimageoftouch.Example,

 Standinghardandready

vi. Olfactoryimage:thisisanimageofsmell.Example,

 Astinkingroom.

vii. Gustatoryimage:thisisanimageoftaste.Example,

 Insearchofsweetness.

q)Anadiplosis

Istherepetitioninwhichthelastexpressionofonestatementbecomesthefirst

expressioninthefollowingstatement.Example,asinthepoem “AFRICA”byDavidDiop,

Thebloodofyoursweat,

Thesweatofyourwork,

Theworkofyourslavery,
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Theslaveryofyourchildren.

r) Symbolism

Isaliterarydevicethatusesoneobjecttostandforsomethingelseortomean

somethingelse.Example;

 Washinghands;toindicatenon-environment

 Crown;tomeansuperiority

 Sunrise;tosymbolizethebeginningofthestruggle

s)Pun

Itisahumorousplayontwoormoremeaningofthesamewordorontwodifferent

wordswiththesamesound.Example;

“Whenmyloveswearsthatsheismadeoftruth”.Hesays;therefore,Iliewithher

andshewithme”

t) Allegory

Isaform ofextendedmetaphorinwhichobjects,personsandactionsinanarrativeare

equatedwiththemeaningsthatlieoutsidethenarrativeitself.Thus,anallegoryisa

storywithtwolevelsofmeanings;aliteralmeaningandasymbolicmeaning.Example,

GeorgeOrwell’sANIMALFARM whichonthesurfacelevelisaboutagroupof

animalswhichtakeovertheirfarm butonthedeeperlevelisanallegoryofthe

Russianrevolutionandtheshortcomingsofthecommunisms.

u)Anastrophe/inversion

Isasentenceorapoeticexpressionwhichreversesorchangestheorderofwordsfor

greateremphasis.Example,

 TenthousandsawIataglance–Isawtenthousandataglance.
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 Andawaytheygo–andtheygoaway.

v)Anaphora

Thisistherepetitionofthewordatthebeginningofconsecutivelines,versesor

sentences.Example,

 Theword“Africa”inthefirstthreelinesofthepoem AFRICAbyDavidDiop;

AfricamyAfrica

Africaofproudwarriorsinancestralsavannahs

Africaofwhom mygrandmothersings.

w)Oxymoron

Isafigureofspeechwhichincludeswords/phrases/ideasoppositeinmeaningplaced

one afterthe other.These are words which contradictitself.Itcombines two

contradictorywords.Example,

 Truelie

 Silentnoise

 Lightdarkness

x)Paradox

Isafigureofspeechwhichincludesastatementorsentencewhichcontradictitself.

Example,
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 Theyhavebeenburninguswithacoldfire

 Lookatthosewalkingcorpses

y)Suspense

Isalackofcertaintyonthepartofaconcernedreader/audienceaboutwhatisgoingto

happentocharacterwithwhichthereaderhasestablishedabondofsympathy.Itisa

feelingofworryorexcitementthatyouhavewhenyoufeelthatsomethingisgoingto

happen.

z)Taboowords

Thesearewordswhichhaveprohibitedtobeusedinnormalorpublicspeech.Itisalso

knownasdysphemism.Example,

 Uncircumcisedbaboon

 Penis/vagina

 Rottenpenis

aa)Allusion

Isareferencemadebyawriterinaliteraryworktoaperson,placeorbookwithout

explicitidentification.Example,

 Referencefrom holybooks

Typesofallusion

 Historicalallusion

 Biblicalallusion

ab)Antithesis

Isaliterarytechniqueinwhichtheoppositeorcontrastingstatementsarebalancedfor

emphasis.Example;
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 Manproposes,Goddisposes

 Speechissilver,butsilenceisgolden

09. ELEMENTSOFLITERATURE

Anyliteraryworkismadeoftwoelementsnamely;

a)Form

b)Content

A)FORM

Form referstothesuperstructureofaliterarywork.Itistheprinciplethatdetermines

how aliteraryworkisarrangedandorganized.Form consistsoffiveelementsor

subpartswhichare;

a)Plot

b)Style(technique)

c)Setting

d)Characterandcharacterization

e)Diction(languageuse)

f) Pointofview

a)Plot

Plotisthearrangementofeventsinaliteraryworkintermsofcauseand

effect.Isthewayeventsandactionsinaliteraryworkhasbeenrendered

andorderedtowardachievingparticularartisticandemotionaleffects.

Typesofplot
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 Chronologicalplot:thisisastraightforwardplotinwhichevents

movefrom thebeginningtotheend.

 Non-chronological/flashbackplot:thisisaplotinwhicheventsare

notsequentiallyarranged.Eventsmaystartatend,middleandthen

finishwiththebeginning.

Parts(elements)ofplot

 Exposition:itis the foundation ofthe story in which settings,

charactersandbasicsituationsareintroduced.

 Risingaction:itisthesecondpartoftheplotwheresuspensegrows

amongthecharactersasthecomplicationsoftheconflictstarts.

 Climax:itisthehighestpointinwhichtheconflictreachesitspeak.It

isthepartwhichcreatesinterestorsuspensetothereadersor

audience.Itisthemomentofgreatestdangerordecisionmakingfor

theprotagonist.Inotherwords,climaxisthemostexcitingmoment

inthestory.

 Fallingaction:itisapartofplotwhichshowswhathappenstothe

characterafterthe climax.Normally one side among the two

conflictingpartslosespowerandhencetensionsdecreases.

 Resolution(denouement):itisthefinalpartofthestoryasconflicts

areresolvedandsomemysteriesareunraveled.
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Freytagpyramidofplot

PartsofplotcanbesummarizedusingFreytagpyramidasfollows;

CLIMAX

RISINGACTION FALLINGACTION

EXPOSITION RESOLUTION

b)Style(technique)

Style/techniquereferstothequalitythatdistinguishesanauthor’swork

from the work ofanotherauthor.Itincludes the writer’s choice and

employmentoffiguresofspeechinaliterarywork.

In otherwords,techniquerefersto thewayaliteraryworkhasbeen

constructedandbroughttothereader.Inmostcases,literaryworksare

presentedin;

PLOT
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 Dialogueor

 Monologue(soliloquy)

Thereareavarietyofstylesusedbydifferentartistsinliterature,butthe

mostimportanttechniqueisnarrativetechnique.

Typesofnarrativetechniques

i. Oraltraditionalnarrativetechnique:itisastylewhichreferstothe

retellingofastorythatresemblesthetraditionalwayoftellingthat

havebeginningstyleslikeonceuponatime…,alongtimeago…,

manyyearsago…etc.

ii. Straightforwardnarrativestyle:itisanarrationofastorythat

relatestowhatistakingplaceinthestoryfrom thebeginningto

theendofstory.Itiscommoninmanynovels.

iii. Flashback:itisanarrativestyleinwhichtheendormiddleofthe

storyisfoundatthebeginningandviceversa.

iv. Foreshadowing:itisanarrativestyleinwhichacertaincharacter

makesthepredictionsofthethingsthatreallyhappenlaterinthe

book’sevent.

c)Setting

Settingreferstothetimeandplacewhereandwheneventstake

placeinaliterarywork.Basically,settingisthelocale,historicaltime

andsocialcircumstancesinwhichtheactionsoftheworkofart

occur.Example,one can write the setting as“in Tanzania after

independence”
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Typesofsetting

i)Realsetting:isthesettingoftheliteraryworktoarealplaceknownto

people.Itmakesaliteraryworkmorerealistic.Example,“TheLion

andtheJewelissetinNigeria.

ii) Imaginarysetting:itisasettingoftheliteraryworktounreal

placeswhichareunknowntopeople.

Elementsofsetting

i. Geographicalsetting:thisistheplacesetting.Example,Tanzania,

Nigeria,Kenya,etc.

ii. Temporalsetting:this is the time setting.It can be pre-

independence,duringcolonialism,orafterindependence.

iii. Socialsetting:thisisasituationalorenvironmentalsetting.It

deals with conflicts.Example,exploitative environment,the

conflictbetweenthepoorandtherich,educatedandeducated.

NOTE:theelementsofsettingcanbealsotypesofsettingwhere

geographicalsettingisdividedintorealandimaginarysetting.

d)Characterandcharacterization

Characterisanyparticipantintheactionofaliterarywork.Itcanbehuman

beingorinanimate.

Typesofcharacters

i. Main/major/centralcharacters:thesearecharactersthatplayan

D
o

w
n

lo
ad

ed
  fro

m
 w

w
w

.m
u

to
o

n
lin

e.co
m

, yo
u

 can
 d

o
w

n
lo

ad
 m

o
re p

astp
ap

ers

www.mutoonline.com


29

importantroleinastory.Theyarethedriversofthestoryinwhich

theplotandresolutionofconflictsresolvearoundthem.

ii. Minorcharacters:these are characters thatdo notplay an

importantroleinastory.Thesearecharactersthattakesmallpart

buthelpthemaincharacterstodevelopevents.

Classificationofcharacters

a)Protagonist:isthecentralcharacterinastoryandisoftenreferredto

asthestory’smaincharacter.He/sheisfacedwithaconflictthat

mustberesolved.Isacharacterwithpositivetraitsandtheaudience

lovedhim/her.

b)Antagonist:isacharacterwhoopposestheprotagonist.He/sheis

the one who makes the storyto move on.In otherwords,the

antagonistisanobstaclethattheprotagonistmustovercomeatthe

finalstageofthestory.

c)Dynamic/developingcharacter:isacharacterthatchangesovertime,

usuallyasaresultofresolvingacentralconflictormajorcrisis.

d)Staticcharacter:isacharacterthatdoesnotchangeovertime.

His/herpersonalitydoesnottransform orevolveorchange.Thereis

notmuchtolearnfrom aboutsuchcharacter.

e)Roundcharacter:isacharacterthathascomplexpersonality.He/she

isoftenportrayedasaconflictedandcontradictoryperson.

f)Foilcharacter:is a characterusuallythe antagonistthatshows

contrastagainsttheprotagonist.He/sheisusuallyaminorcharacter
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thathastraitsionaversiontothemaincharacterandfrustratesthe

maincharacter.

g)Flatcharacter:isacharacterwhosepersonalitiesarenotcomplex.

He/sheispresentedonlyinanoutlinewithoutmuchindividualized

details.

h)Stock/stereotypecharacter:isacharacterthatoccursrepeatedlyina

particularliterarygenre,andsoarerecognizableaspartoftheform.

Inotherwords,stockcharacterisacharacterborrowedfrom other

literaryworksrecognizedbyreaders.

i)Expositorycharacter:isacharacterthatisdescribedordiscussed

eitherbytheauthororbyanothercharacter.

j)Dramaticcharacter:isacharacterinaction.From his/herspeechand

recordedsounds,wemakededicationsabouthisorherpersonality,

attitudeandrelationshipwithothercharacters.

k)Symboliccharacter:isacharacterwhosepresenceintheworkofart

standsforanideasuchascorruption,dictatorship,greedetc.inthe

society.

l)Realisticcharacter:isacharacterthatfeaturestruehumantraits.

Theyareimaginarycharactersbuttheyresembletruehumanbeings

intheirbehaviors.Usingthesecharactersmakeaworkofartto

reflectreality.

m)Non-realisticcharacter:isacharacterthatdoesnotfeaturetrue

humantraits.
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Characterization:istheprocessofdescribingacharacterinaworkofart.It

involvestheprocessofassigningacertaindutytocharacterinorderto

achieveaparticularpurposebyawriterornarrator.

Typesofcharacterization

 Directcharacterization:hereawritertellsthecharacter’straitslike

brave,corrupt,weaketc.

 Indirectcharacterization:hereawriterdependsonthereaderto

drawconclusionorjudgmentsaboutthecharacter’straitsusingthe

evidencethewritergivesthroughdifferentmethods.(Asexplainin

thefollowingsubtopic).

Methodsofdescribingoridentifyingacharacter

Inliterarywork,acharactercanbeidentifiedinthefollowingways;

 Throughwhattheythink

 Throughwhattheysay

 Throughwhattheydo

 Thewaytheybehavetowardsothers

 Throughwhatothercharacterssayaboutthem

 Throughwhattheauthorsaysaboutthem

e)Diction(languageuse)
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Dictionreferstothechoiceandarrangementofwordsinaliterarywork.It

isthechoiceanduseofwordsforartisticeffectinaliterarywork.Italso,

referstohow languagehasbeenused/employedinaworkofart.Inany

literarywork,languageiscommentedassimplethoughinotherwayitcan

becomplex.

f)Pointofview

Referstoanangleorpositionfrom whichaliteraryworkisnarrated.Itis

alsoreferstowhotellsthestory.Therefore,itisthespeaker,voice,narrator

orpersonaofaworkofartfrom wherewegetthestory.

Typesofpointofviews

 Firstpersonpointofview:isatypeofpointofview inwhichthe

narratorisoneofthecharactersinaliterarywork.Thepronoun“I”is

employedinnarratingthestory.Thisnarratortellsushisorher

experiences.Therefore,the reader sees everything from that

character’seyesandexperiences.

 Secondpersonpointofview:isatypeofpointofviewinwhichthe

pronoun“you”isemployedinnarratingthestory.Itisrarelyusedin

worksofliterature.

 Thirdpersonpointofview:isthetypeofpointofview inwhichthe

narratorisoutsidethestory.Thisisverycommonpointofview.The

narratorusesthepronounssuchashe,sheorthey.Thus,thenarrator

isnotacharacterinthestory,butanoutsideobserver.Itisgrouped

intotwogroups,namely;

 Thirdpersonlimitedpointofview:itisapointofviewinwhich
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thenarratortellsastorybyusingonlyonecharacterinthe

wholeworkofart.

 Thirdpersonomniscientpointofview:itisapointofview in

whichthenarratorreportsonwhatseveralormanycharacters

arethinkingandfeeling.Thenarratorseemstoknoweverything

aboutthecharactersofthestory.Thistypeisalsoknownas

ALL KNOWING POINT OF VIEW and thenarratorisan all-

knowingbeing.

Importanceofpointofview

 Theyarecrucialfoundationforanypieceofwriting.

 Theyprovidethecontextandback-storyyouneedfortheaudienceto

understandthescene.

 Theyhelptheaudiencebestseethewriter’scharactersandinterpret

thematerialinthewaythewriterintends.

 Firstpersonpointofview bringsinspirationforcreatingdramaand

emotion.

B)CONTENT

Contentreferstowhatisbeingsaidorconveyedinaliterarywork.Italso

referstowhatisbeingdescribedintheliterarywork.Inliterature,content

includesthefollowingelements;

a)Theme

Athemeisacentralordominantideaorpurposeinaliterarywork.Itis

usuallystatedinastatementform.Itistheabstractconceptthatismade
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concretethroughitsrepresentationinaperson,actionandimageinthe

workofart.ThecommonthemesinAfricanliteratureincludebetrayal,

African traditions,colonialism,position ofwomen,corruption,classes,

racialsegregation,protest,neo-colonialism etc.

Themesarecategorizedintotwotypeswhichare;

 Themainormajorthemes

 Theminorthemes

Anyliteraryworkhasonlyonemainthemewhichisbuiltbytheminorones.

Therefore,minorthemesarethebuildersofthemainthemes.

b)Message

Amessagereferstowhatislearntfrom aliterarywork.Amessageweget

from literaryworkisaboutourexperienceinlife.Thewritertypicallywrites

toaccomplishoneormoreofthefollowing;

 Topersuade

 Tocriticize

 Toinform

 Toexplain

 Toentertain

 Todescribe

 Totellastoryetc.
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c)Conflict

A conflictis the struggle,quarrel,ormisunderstanding between the

charactersinaworkofart.Conflictsbuildupacertainamountofsuspense

thatmakesthereadertodesiretheknowingofwhatandhow thenext

eventwillhappen.

Typesofconflicts

 Economicconflict:itatypeofconflictfrom whichcharactersare

portrayeddifferingininterests,opinions,beliefsandideasbecauseof

havingsomeambitionsoveracertaineconomicwealth.Forexample,

landorpropertyownershipconflict.

 Philosophicalconflict:itisatypeofconflictusedinliteraturetomean

theauthor’sbeliefontheworkhe/shehaswrittentotheaudience.

Therefore,itistheconflictbetweentheauthorandtheaudience.

 Politicalconflict:itisthetypeofconflictfrom whichcharactersare

shownindisagreementwhichisresultedfrom ambitionofpower,

misuseofpowerordictatorship.Forinstance,therulingpartyversus

theopposingpartyorcitizensversustheirgovernment.

 Socialconflict:itisthetypeofconflictinwhichcharactersfrom a

certainclasscanbeshownopposingtheotherclass.Forexample,

theeducatedversustheuneducated,thepoorversustherichetc.

 Familyconflict:itisthetypeofconflictinwhichcharacterswhoare

familymembersareshowndifferinginideas,interests,opinionsas

wellasthoughts.Forexample,parentsversuschildren,onefamily

versusanotherfamilyetc.
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 Personalorintra-personalconflict:itthetypeofconflictinwhicha

characteris portrayed regretting upon his orheract,choice or

decision.Personalconflictcanbeeasilyidentifiedasthecharacteris

indilemmaoversomematters.

d)Climax

Climaxistheterm usedtoreferthepartofthestoryoranyliterarywork

wherethetensionoractionreachesitshighestpoint.

e)Morallesson

Referstotheteachingsareadergetsfrom aliterarywork.Itusuallymoral

teachingthattheliteraryconveystotheintendedreaderoraudience.

f) Philosophy

Itisthebelieforstanceofawriterwhichisresultedfrom citingsome

realisticbeliefsinhumanexperience.Forexample,awritermayhavethe

philosophythatinlife,tobeprosperousweneedpeaceandlove.

g)Crisis

Itisthedarkestordifficulttimewhenadisaster’stoughdecisionneedsto

bemadeorgiventorescueasituation.Climaxistheresultofcrisis.

QUIZZES

Quiz1:“Writingliteratureinlocallanguageistheonlywaytomakesure

thatit

reacheseveryindividualinthesociety.Arguefororagainstthis

statement.Giveeight(8)points.
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Quiz2:Thesubjectofliteratureisdifferentfrom othersubjecttaughtat

school.

Whatarethedifferencesbetweenliteratureandothersubjectsin

the

secondaryschoolcurriculum?

Quiz3:Supporttheview thatthesocietymakesliteratureandliterature

holds

Society.

Quiz4:Showhowliteratureisthereflectionoflife.Givesix(6)points.

Quiz5:Discussonfive(5)rolesofcharactersinaliterarywork.
######################################################END######################################################
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TOPIC2:ORALLITERATURE
01. MEANINGOFORALLITERATURE

Oralliteratureisatypeofliteraturethatishandeddownorpresentedorally

throughthewordsofmouthfrom onegenerationtoanother.

Historically,oralliteraturewaspracticedmuchbeforetheinventionof

writings.Untiltodayoralliteratureisstilldominantinvarioussocieties.

Sometimes,inliterature,oralliteratureiscalledfolklorebecausetheformer

hasmoreandinclusivemeaningthanthelaterone.

Folklore;bydefinitionreferstothecollectionoftraditionalstories,customs,

beliefsandcultureofaparticularsocietyorcountry.Itisanyofthebeliefs,

customsandtraditionsthatpeoplepassonfrom onegenerationtothe
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next.

02. FORMSOFORALLITERATURE

Oralliteratureisstilldominantinvarioussocietiesduetotheexistenceof

differentformsortypesoffolkloresinthesocietiesasfollows;

a)Folktales

Thesearethetraditionalstoriesaboutanimalsorhumanbeingsthatare

usuallypasseddownfrom onegenerationtoanotherinaparticularsociety.

Mostofthesetalesarenotsetinanyparticulartimeorplaceandthey

beginandendinacertainway.

Forexample,theybeginwithexpressionslike“onceuponatime…”andend

with“theylivehappilyeverafter”.ThestoryofSINDERELLAisoneofthe

examplesoffolklores.

b)Fables

Theseareanimalstoriesthattrytoteachpeoplehowtobehave.Theyarea

particulartypeofnarrativeinwhichanimals,plantsorsimilarcharacters

areanthropomorphizedormadetoseem asiftheywerehuman.Fablesare

sometimescalledbeaststories.

Fablesoftendeliveramorallessonwhichmayormaynotbeexplicitly

statedattheend.ThebestknowncollectionoffablesisAesop’sfables.

Examplesoffablesare“TheHareandtheTortoise”,“TheLionandthe

Mouse andothers.

c)Fairytales

These are fictionalstories thatusually involve magic and mythical
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creaturessuchaswitchesandfairieswhichpossessupernaturalpowers.

Fairyitselfisanimaginarycreature.

Fairytaleshavemagicpowerstoperform goodandbaddeedsandareset

inimaginaryland,longtimeagoandfaraway.Theyalsocontainimaginary

creatureslikeevils,goblinsandtroll.Theyalsofeaturefantasticalelements

andtheyhaveahappilyeverafterending.

The famous fairy tales are CINDERELLA,SNOW WHITE,THE SEVEN

DWARVESandSLEEPINGBEAUTY.Fairytalesaremeantforentertainment.

d)Trickstertales

Thesearefolktalesinwhichatricksterisahero.Mosttrickstersare

animalswhichactlikehumanbeingbyplayingtrickstootheranimalsand

human beings as well.Trickstertales are ones ofthe mostpopular

folktalesbecausetheyarefoundineveryculture.Everyculturehasitsown

tricksterheroorcharacter.InAfrica,trickstersincludetortoise,thehare,

andAnansithespider.

IneastAfricathehare(kaluluinKiswahili)isthemostfamoustrickster

hero.The book“Kalulu the Hare”byFrankWorthington has a lotof

wonderfulstoriesaboutthecleverandcunninghare.

e)Parables

Thesearereligiousstoriesthatteachabasictruth,amorallessonor

religiousprinciple.Theyusuallyinvolveordinarypeoplewhoarefacedwith

amoraldilemmaorwhomakeamoraldecisionandthendealwiththe

effectsofthatdecision.Examplesofparablesinclude“TheManandHis

TwoWivesandallbiblicalstories.
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f)Legends

These are old and well-known stories thattellaboutbrave people,

adventureormagicalevents.Legendsaretoldfrom onegenerationto

anotherasthoughtheyweretrue.Theyaresetinarealworldandin

relativelyrecenttimes.

Manylegendstellabouthumanbeingshow meetsupernaturalcreatures

suchasfairies,ghosts,vampiresandwitches.Theyarealsoassociated

withthefamouspeoplewhohavedied.

Examplesoflegendsinclude;

 PaulBunyanwhoasachild,hecouldclaphandsandbreaksthe

windowsinhishouse.

 DavyCrockettwhoissaidthathewasthefrontiersmanandhekilled

hisfirstbearwhenhewasjustthreeyearsold.

g)Myths

Thesearetraditionalstoriesusuallyreligiousstoriesthatexplainhow the

worldandhumanitydevelopedintothepresentform.Manymythsdescribe

thecreationoftheearthandtheyaredifferentfrom othertypesoffolk

storiesbecausetheyareconsideredtobetrueamongthepeoplewho

developthem.

Mythitselfbydefinitionisanideaorstorythatmanypeoplebelievebut

whichisnottrue.Anumberofmythsdescribethecreationofhumanrace

andtheoriginofdeath.Everysocietyhasitsownmyth.Examplesofmyths

are“AfricanmythsaboutAnansitheSpider”byAbbeyBaker.
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h)Anecdotes

Theseareshort,amusingandinterestingstoriesaboutrealincidentsor

people’slife.Itisusedtoillustrateapoint.Anecdotesareshortstoriesthat

aretoldbutthatarenotalwayspublishedorgivenout.

Forexample,parablesfrom thebiblelikeTHEGODSAMARITANcouldbe

calledananecdotebecauseitispresentedandbasedonarealincident

involving actualpersons whetherfamous ornotbutusually in an

identifiableplace.

Likeparables,anecdotesareoftenusedbyphilosophersandteachersof

schoolsandreligionstopointouttruthsaboutreallife.Forinstance,inthe

dailylifeyoumaytellothersaboutyourselfbutyoucangivethem an

anecdotewhenyouweresuddenlycaughtbyyourmotherstealingapiece

ofbread.

i)Epics

Thesearelongnarrativepoems,books,orfilmsthattellalongstoryabout

braveactionsandexcitingeventsdonebythehero. Theepicherois

usuallyamanofhighsocialstatusandwhohaveagreathistoricaland

legendaryimportance.Epicsofteninvolvesupernaturalevents,longtime

journeys,distantjourneysandlifeanddeathstrugglebetweengoodand

evils.
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InAfrica,themostcommonepicisthatofSUNDIATE(anAfricanepic

aboutanoldMaliEmpire).

j)Talltales

Atalltaleisfolkloreaboutalarger-than-lifeherowhosolvesanover-the-

topproblem inahumorousoroutrageousway.Talltalesaretypically

featurehighlyexaggerated,improbabledetailsandwerecreatedbyseveral

cultureincludingtheancientGreeks,RomansandCelts.

AmericanfolkheroeslikePaulBunyan,DavyCrockett,PecosBillandJohn

Henryarealsoregardedastalltaleheroes.

k)Ballads

Theseareshortstoriesinform ofpoemsorsongsinwhichtherearetwo

ormorepeoplespeakinginturn.Itisadramatictypeofpoem asit

presentedlikedrama.Thepurposeofaballadistotellastory,soall

elementsofastoryareincludedthatisplot,character,narrator,dialogue,

setting,dramaandsoon.ExamplesofballadsincludeBALLADOFTHE

LANDLORDbyLangstonHughesandBALLADOFJOHNHENRY.

l)Riddles

Thesearepuzzlingquestions;statementsespeciallyonesintendedtotest

the cleverness ofthose who wishing to solve them.They are very

confusingandhavehumorousorclevertestingingenuityindiviningits

answerormeaningandeveryculturehasitsriddleswhichwerepassed

downorallyfrom onegenerationtoanother.A successfulriddleoften
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fancifullydescribesaninanimateobjectasifitwerealivingthing.

Examplesofriddlesandtheiranswers

 Ihavethreehands,butjustoneface.IwilllinkarmswithyouasIrun

myrace…THEWRISTWATCH

 Iwearmyjacketallthetime.Istandwithmybacktoyou,showingmy

spine…ABOOK.

 Iam allovertheplace,butIknow whereIam at.Mylifegoesin

circles,butIneverfeelflat…thatisGLOBE

 Ihavethevoiceofadogandthepagesofabook.Ihavethechestof

anelephantandyouwillfindmeifyoulook…thatisATREE.

 Iwilltakeyoutothetop;Iwillwearmyhairinplaints.Butifyou

cannotstopIwillburnyouandafter,leaveyouflat…thatisCLIMBING

ROPE.

 Whathastobebrokenbeforeyoucanuseit...?ANEGG

 Itgoesupbutnevercomesdown…AGE

 Itgetswetwhiledrying…TOWEL

 Ishaveeveryday,butmybeardstaysthesame…ABARBER

 Ihavebranchesbutnofruits,trunkorleaves…ABANK

 Itcannottalkbutwillreplywhenspokento…ANECHO

 Themoreofthisthereis,thelessyousee…DARKNESS

 David’sparentshavethreesons;Snap,Crackleandwhatisthename
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ofthethirdson?…DAVID

 Ifollow youallthetimeandcopyyoureverymove,butyoucannot

touchmeorcatchme.WhatIam?…SHADOW

 Whathasmanykeysbutcannotopenasinglelock?…PIANO

 Whatis black when itis clean and white when itis dirty? …

CHALKBOARD

 Itgetsbiggerwhenmoreistakenaway…AHOLE

 Iam lightasafather,yetthestrongestpersoncannotholdmefor

fiveminutes.WhatIam?…IAM ABREATH

 Ifyouhavegotme,youwanttoshareme;ifyoushareme,youhave

notkeptme.WhatIam?…IAM ASECRET

 Whathasoneeyebutcannotsee?…ANEEDLE

 Whathaslotsofeyesbutcannotsee…APOTATO

 Whathashandsbutcannotclap?…ACLOCK

 Whathasmanyneedlesbutdoesnotsew?…CHRISTMASTREE

 Whathaslegsbutdoesnotwalk?…ATABLE

 Whathasonehead,onefoot,andfourlegs?…ABED

 Whatkindofbandneverplaysmusic?…ARUBBERBAND

 Whathasmanyteethbutcannotbite?…ACOMB

 Whathasaheadandatailbutnobody?…ACOIN
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 Whathasthumbandfourfingersbuthasnotahand?…AGLOVE

 Itstalksthecountrysidewithearsthatcannothere…CORN

m)Sayings

These are well-known shortstatementsthatexpressideasthatmost

peoplebelievearetrueandwise.Inotherwords,sayingsincludeproverbs

andidioms.

n)Proverbs

These are phrases which contain above allwisdoms,truth,morals,

experience,lessonsandadviceconcerninglifeandwhichhasbeenhanded

downfrom generationtogeneration.

Proverbsarealsodefinedasshortwell-knownsayingsthatstateageneral

truthorgiveadviceandtheycanbeorallytransmittedorputinwritten

forms.TheycanhelpyouperfectyourconversationalEnglishskillsand

deepenyourunderstandingastheyoftencomeupinconversation.

Somecommonexamplesofproverbs

 Youcannotjudgeabookbyitscover

 Donotrunbeforeyoucanwalk

 Donotteachanolddogaknewtrick

 Asyousaw,soyoushallreap

 Beggarscannotbechoosers

 Ashortcutisoftenawrongcut
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 Romewasnotbuiltinoneday

 Keepyourmouthshutandearsopen

o)Idioms

Anidiom isdefinedasagroupofwordsthathasaspecialmeaningthatis

differentfrom theordinarymeaningofeachseparateword.

Itisalso definedasaphraseorsentencethatisnotclearfrom the

meaningofitsindividualwordsandwhichmustbelearntbyheartasa

wholeunit.Therefore,themeaningofawholeunitofidiom isnotclear,that

isitsexpressionhasameaningotherthanitsliteralmeaning.

Somecommonexamplesofidioms

 Kickthebucket:DIE

 Undertheweather:BEINGILL/HEALTHUNFIT

 Onthefence:UNDECIDED/DILEMMA

 Holdyourhorses:BEPERTIENT

 Givethecoldshoulder:IGNOREONE’SPRESENCE

 Biteyourtongue:AVOIDTALKING

 Bluemoon:ARAREEVENT

 Donotlikeafish:DRINKHEAVILY

 Tietheknot:GETMARRIED

 Tillthecowscomehome:ALONGTIME
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p)Tonguetwister

These are words,phrase orsentences thatare difficultto articulate

becauseofasuccessionofsimilarconsonantalsounds.Theyaregreat

waytopracticeandimprovepronunciationandfluencytochildren.

Someexamplesoftonguetwisters

 PeterPiperpickedapeckofpickledpeppers

 BettyBotherboughtsomebitter

 How muchwoodwouldawoodluckchuckifawoodchuckcould

chuckwood?

 Shesellsseashellsbytheseashore

 Howcanaclam cram inacleancream can?

 Iscream,youscream,weallscream foricecream

 IsawSusiesittinginashoeshineshop

 Ifadogchewsshoes,whoseshoesdoeshechoose

03. FEATURESOFORALLITERATURE

 Oralliteratureispassedthroughawordofmouth.

 Itinvolveslifeperformancesuchasdancing,clappinghandsand

singing.

 Itinvolvesboththeperformerandaudienceasboththenarratorand

listenercometogetherduringpresentation.
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 Ittakesplaceinanactualsettingforinstanceduringevening,the

folktalescanbehandedathomeafterwork.

 Itisownedbythewholesocietyasallsocietymembers(literateand

illiterate)individualhavechancetoaccessit.

 Itisdynamicsuchthatitadoptschangesdependingontimeand

place.

04. ADVANTAGESOFORALLITERATURE

 Oralliteratureentertainspeoplethroughmusic(sacred/folksongs),

riddlesandproverbs.

 Itpromotesculturalidentityinthesociety.

 Itidentifiesthesocietyitdwellsin.

 Itbroadenspeople’sthinkinginthesociety.

 Itpreservesandtransmitspeoples’culture.

 Iteducatespeoplethroughitsdynamism.

 Itcreatesemploymenttopeople.

05. THENEGATIVEIMPACTSOFSCIENCEANDTECHNOLOGYON

ORALLITERATURE.

Oralliterature has encountered many challenges in the course of

developmentfrom timeitimmerged.Someofthechallengesincludethe
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following;

 Itbecomes expensive ifpreserved orstored in modern storage

deviceslikeDVD,tapesrecorders,computersetc.

 There isno face to face interaction between the artistand the

audiencesinceitpreservedinmoderndevices.

 Thereisadelayinfeedback.Itisverydifficultfortheartisttoget

feedbackfrom theaudience.

 Itchangesthemedium ofpresentationbecausethereistheabsence

ofperformanceeffectandactionsarenotheard.

 Due to copyrightissues,itis no longerbelonging to the whole

community.

 Itdoesnotinvolvetheallmembersofthecommunityduetoscience

andtechnology.

 ThevulnerabilityofstoragedeviceslikeCD,DVD,and VCD may

undergoseriousdamageendangeringtheintactnessoforalliterature.

QUIZZES

Quiz1:DoesoralliteraturestillexistintheTanzaniasocietytoday?Discuss

Yourargumentsbasingonnatureandtransmission.

Quiz2:whatarethepositiveimpactsofscienceandtechnologyonoral

Literature?Giveatleastfive(5)points.
######################################################END######################################################
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TOPIC3:WRITTENLITERATURE

01. INTRODUCTION

Writtenliteratureistheform ofhumanexpressionthroughwriting.Thatis

tosay,itisaliteraturewhichisexpressedorconveyedthroughwritten

form.Thiskindofliteraturebeganwiththeinventionofwriting.

02. THECONCEPTSOFFICTIONANDNONFICTION.

Sinceliteratureisgenerallydefinedasanythingwritten,theconceptsof

fictionandnon-fictionarealsoanythingwritten.Themajordifference

betweenthem isthatfictionisaworkofartwhichdealswiththecreation

ofimaginedmaterialsoreventswhilenon-fictionisaworkofartwhich

dealswithrealmaterialsorevents.

a)Fiction

Theword“fiction”comesfrom theLatinword“fictio”whichmeans“a

makingorfashioning”.Generally,fictionisastoryorwritingthatiscreated

from anauthor’simagination.Thus,itisanarrativebaseduponthe

imaginationoftheauthor.Itdealswithnon-factualmaterials/events.A

writermayincludefactsaboutrealpeopleorevents,butcancombines

thesefactswithimaginarysettingandsituations.Examplesoffiction
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worksincludes;

 Novelsandshortstories

 Plays

 Poems

 Allformsoforalliterature

b)Non-fiction

Itisaform ofliteraturethatdealswithfactualmaterialsorevents.Itisthe

factualwritingwhichiswrittenbythewriterwhousesfactsinhisorher

work.Purposefully,nonfictionalliteraturedesignateswritingsintendedto

instruct,toimpartknowledge,wisdom orfaith,andespeciallytoplease.

Formsofnonfictionliterature

 Lettersandjournals

 Biographies:thesearewritingsthattellthelifeofsomeonewritten

byanotherperson.Abiographyisthestoryofaperson’slifewritten

bysomeoneelse.

 Autobiographies:thesearethewriter’saccountofhis/herownlife.

Anautobiographyisthenarrativeinwhichtheauthortellsthestory

ofhisorherownlife.Theword“autobiography”comesfrom Greek

words;‘auto’meaning‘self’,‘bios’meaning‘life’and‘graphein’which

means‘towrite’thusmeaningtowriteone’sownlife.

 Memoirs;theseareperson’srecordofexperiencesfrom his/herown

life.

 Mediaaccountslikenewspapers,magazines,television,orradio.

 Essays
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 Articles

 History

 Diary

THEDIFFERENCESBETWEENFICTIONANDNON-FICTION

FICTION NON-FICTION

a)Ittalksaboutimaginary

people,places,ideas,and

experience.

Ittalksaboutrealpeople,places,

ideas,andexperience.

b)Somecommonformsof

fictionarenovels,plays,

poems,andfolktales.

Somecommonformsofnon-fiction

areletters,biographies,

autobiographiesetc.

c)Audiencesoffictionare

peoplewholookfornon-

factualinformationbutthat

givethem knowledgeand

pleasure.

Audiencesofnon-fictionarethe

peoplewholookforfactual

information(facts).

d)Thepurposeoffictionisto

deliverthemessageofthe

Thepurposeofnon-fictionisto

explain,inform,persuade,and
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writerthatcaninstructand

entertainthereaders.

entertainthereaders.

e)Mostfictionwritingsare

narrative,persuasiveand

entertainingwritings.

Mostnon-fictionwritingsare

argumentative,narrative,and

informational/explanatorywritings.

03. MAJORGENRESOFWRITTENLITERATURE

Bydefinition,genreisdefinedasthekindorstyleofsomethingespecially

ofartorliterature.Thethree(3)maingenresofwrittenliteratureare:

a)Prose(novels,novella,noveletteandshortstories)

b)Drama(play)

c)Poetry

A)PROSE(NOVELSANDSHORTSTORIES)

Aproseisanextendedwritingthatiscontinuouswritteninparagraphs.In

otherwords,aproseisanykindofwritingthatisnotpoetryorthatisnot

presentedinverseorstanzaform.

SHORTSTORIES

Ashortstoryisabriefworkoffictionthatcanbereadinonesetting.Itisa

storyusuallyaboutimaginativecharactersandeventsthatisshortenough

tobereadfrom thebegintotheendwithoutstopping.

Itisusuallyfocusesononeortwomaincharactersthatfaceasingle

problem orconflict.ExamplesofshortstoriesincludeMABALATHE

FARMERbyRichardS.MabalaandTHEVOTERbyChinuaAchebe.

Ashortstoryhasthreemainelementswhichare:
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 Plot

 Characters

 Theme

Otherminorelementsinclude;

 Conflict

 Pointofview

 Symbolism

 Flashback

 Fictionsquality

NOVELLA

Isashortprosefictionshorterthananovelbutlongerthanashortstory.

Forexample,AlexLaGuma’sAWALKINTHENIGHT.

NOVELETTE

Isashortnovelthatisoftenaboutromanticrelationshipsandisusuallynot

veryserious.Anoveletteislongerthanashortstorybutshorterthana

novella.Ithas7,500to19,000words.

NOVEL

Anovelisafictionworkthatislongerandmorecomplexthanashortstory.Itisa

fictionalproseusuallyconsistingofmorethanfiftythousandwords.

Generally,anovelisalongnarrativestorywhichiswrittenorarrangedinchapters.

Innovels;setting,plot,charactersandthemesarefullydevelopedingreatdetails.Like

shortstories,anovelhasfourmainelementswhicharesetting,plot,charactersand

themes.Apersonwhowritesnovelsiscallednovelist.
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Examplesofselectednovels

 AWalkintheNight-AlexLaGuma

 Houseboy–FerdinandOyono

 TheOldmanandtheMedal-FerdinandOyono

 TheConcubine–ElechAmadi

Characteristicsofagoodnovel

 Itispresentedinnarrativeform.Itusesnarrationinrepresentingastoryi.e.they

arenoactions.

 Itisdividedintochapters.Themaindivisionsofthestoryinthenovelarecalled

chapters.

 Itemploysaverycomplexplot.Itisverylongwithmanycharacterseachcarrya

certainmessagehenceitisdifficulttojudgethebeginning,therisingaction

(conflict),theclimaxandtheresolution.

 Ithasspecificpointofviewnormallyusesthirdpersonomniscientpointofview.

 Itisverylongenoughtofillacompletebook.Itrangesfrom 70pagesandabove.

Typesofnovels

a)Socialnovel

Itisatypeofnovelthatfocusesonbehaviorofcharacters.Itshowshow

characters’actionsarereflectedinaliterarywork.Italso,focuseson

valuesofsocietyi.e.socialissueslikenorms,culture,traditionsetc.

b)Psychologicalnovel

Itisatypeofnovelthatfocusesonpsychologicalproblems/effectsand

intendstoobservetheinnerselfofacharacter.Mainly,itisusedtotalk

onpersonalconflict.
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c)Educationnovel

Itisatypeofnovelthatdescribesstagesinthelifeofthemaincharacters

anditsmainpurposeistoeducateortolearnsomethingfrom thegrowth

ordevelopmentofcharacterfrom earlytomaturity.

d)Philosophicalnovel

Itisatypeofnovelthatintendstoattemptphilosophicalproblem.It

normallymaintainsthedoctrineofacertainclassofpeople.Itquestionon

freedom andthevalueofhumaneffortandwisdom thatisacentraltoa

certainsociety.

e)Popularnovel

Itisatypeofnovelthatmeantforentertainmenti.e.whateverhasbeen

writtenisforentertainment.Ittalksonfantasyaswellasromantic

ministrations.

f)Historicalnovel

Itisatypeofnovelthatgivesthehistoryofacertainsociety.Italso,

documentsonpastissuesthatarememorabletoacertainsociety.

g)Romanticnovel

Itisatypeofnovelthatisloveoriented.

Categorizationnovelsaccordingtowordcount

Classification Wordcount

Novel Over40,000

Novella 17,500

Novelette 7,500–17,500
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Shortstory Under7,500

B)DRAMA(PLAY)

Adramaisapieceofwritingthatisdesignedinthewaythatitcanbeacted

onthestagebeforetheaudience.Itisapieceofwritingthatisintendedto

beactedinatheatre.Itisaliterarycompositionofanylength,ordinarily

writtentobeperformedbyactorswhoimpersonatethecharacters,speak

inthedialogueandenacttheappropriateactions.

Aplayisapieceofwritingthatisdesignedinthewaythatitcanbereadby

thereaders.Therefore,aplayisawrittenscriptofdrama.

ORIGINOFDRAMA

Theword“drama”comesfrom Greekword“dran”whichmeanstodoorto

act.Itreferstothestorytoldinawaythatitcanbeactedbythecasts

beforeaudience.Itisakindofcommunicationbetweentheplaywrightand

theaudiencethroughcastsofcharacters.

ELEMENTSOFDRAMA

i. Thecastofcharacters(actors/actress):thesearepeoplepresented

intheplayinordertoperusetheplot.Everycharacterwhoisinvolved

inaplaycanhavehis/herowndistinctpersonality,age,appearance,

beliefs, socio-economic background and language. Therefore,

throughthewaycharactersareinvolvedinaplayiswhereareader

canrefuseoracceptthem basingonthewayandwhattheyrepresent.
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ii. Theaudience:thesearepeoplewhopayattentionorlistenorwatch

towhatisactedonthestage/theatrebytheactors.

iii. Action(plot):referstotheseriesofeventsinaplayintermsofcause

andeffect.Itisthewayinwhichanartistorganizestheeventsinhis

playordrama.

iv. Setting:isthetimeandplacewheretheplayeventsaretaken.Itcan

beanameofanyplacesuchasTanzania,Kenyaetc.

v. Themes:thesearewhattheplayordramameans.Athemecanbe

clearlystatedinthetitleorsometimesitcanbestatedthrough

dialoguebyactorsastheplaywright’svoice.Ontheotherhand,a

thememaybeidentifiedaftersomestudyorthought.Thus,themes

areabstractorunderlyingmeaning,issuesandfeelingsthatgrowout

ofthedramaticaction.

vi. Diction/language:refers to the choice ofwords made by the

playwrightandthecommunicationoftheactorsofthelanguage.

vii. Spectacle:referstoalloftheaspectsofscenery,costumesand

specialeffectsinaproduction.Theyincludevisualelementsofthe

playcreatedfortheatricalevent.

viii. Dialogue:istheconversationofmorethanonedramaticcharacterin

adramaorplay.Itisusefulindevelopingtheplotofadramaticstory.

ix. Mime:referstodramaticactionwithoutwords.Ittheprocessof

actingwithoutspeaking.

x. Costumes:refers to specialkinds ofattires orclothes worn by

characterspurposelyfordramaticperformance.

xi. Props:referstohandtoolsorinstrumentsusedtoaccompanythe

performanceonthestage.Itindicatesrealism inthestory.Example

ofpropsincludessticks,whistles,stones,etc.
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xii. Makeup:these are kind of decorations that are prepared to

accompany the performance during dramatization.They include

colors,powder,lipsticksetc.

xiii. Enactments:isthesituationofimitatingaccordingtothedemandof

astory.

xiv. Spectator:referstovisualelementsofaplaythatisveryelements

thatisindividualsees.

xv. Stage directions:it is a dramatic technique which gives the

actors/actressandthedirectorstheinstructionsonhowtoperform

theplay.Itmusttelltheactorswheretomoveorhowtospeakina

certain event.Also,itmightdescribethesetting and thesound

effects.Ithasthefollowingfunctions;

 Itshowsphysicallocationorsetting.

 Itindicatestheactiondonebytheactors/actress.

 Itshowstimetodescribethestagevoice.

 Itshowstheentranceandexistenceofcharacters.

 Itshowsphysicalappearanceofcharacters.

xvi. Catastrophe:referstothefinaleventinadrama.Itcanbedeathor

marriageofacharacter.

xvii. Comicrelief:referstoabitofhumaninaseriousplayinorderto

indicateorbringrelief.

xviii. Nemesis:isanagentofretribution/apersonwhoisthinking/awayof

lettingaudienceknowthecharacter’smind.

xix. Soliloquy:referstoanintensivethinkingofacertaincharacter.Itis

whenacertaincharacterspeaksaloneinthestage.

xx. Allusion:isthesituationwherebysomethingthatissaidorwritten

referstoormentionanotherpersonorsubjectonanindirectway.It
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categorizedintotwotypesnamely;

 Historicalallusion

 Biblicalallusion

xxi. Illusion:isaliterarytechniquethatmeanssomethingmanypeople

believethatisfalse.

xxii. Lightandcurtain:referstodramatictechniquethatisemployedina

playinordertoshowtheendofoneepisode.

xxiii. Curtain:istheheavymaterialthatscreens/blocksthestagefrom the

audience.Itissometimesdefinedasapieceofthick,heavycloththat

hangsinfrontofthestageinthetheatre.

xxiv. Dramaticirony:referstoadramatictechniquethatoccurswhenan

audienceknowssomethingwhichthecharacteronthestageisnot

aware.

xxv. Music(soundeffect):referstothevoiceofactorsastheyspeak.

Musicindramahasthefollowingfunctions;

 Ithelpstheaudiencetoconcentratetothestage

 Itaccompaniestheactions

 Itisusedtoshowwhethertheactionissadorhappy

 Itisusedtoattracttheaudienceandpayattention

 Itisusedtoentertainthebeginningandendofaction

 Itisusedtoentertaintheaudience

 Itisusedtoidentifytheculture

 Itincreasesthemoodofactorsoractress

xxvi. Season:referstothephaseinthecycleoflifeofhumanbeing.Itcan

bedeath,oldage,pain,loneliness,despairoranend.

xxvii. Anepisode:referstoanarrativeunitwithinalargedramaticworkor

documentaryproductionsuchasseriesintendedforradio,television
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oron-lineconsumption.

xxviii. Film:isastoryoreventrecordedbyacameraasaseriesofmoving

imagesandshowninacinemaorontelevision.

xxix. Act:referstothemajordivisionofaplayordrama.

xxx. Scene:isasubdivisionofanactofaplayinwhichthetimeis

continuousandthesettingisfixed.Shortly,asceneisoneofthe

partsintowhichaplayorafilm maybedivided.Eachscenehasits

ownbeginning,middleandendandhaskeyelementslikeconflict,

resolution,characters,setting,dialogueandaction.

xxxi. Script:thisisawrittentextofaplay,film/movie,thatguidesthe

actorshowtoactthedrama.

FEATURESOFDRAMA/PLAY

a)Aplay/dramahasstrongvisualelementsorthestoryandimageof

humannaturereproducingthepassionsandhumanhumour.Onthe

stage,weseepicturesandimageswhichholdourattentionand

increaseinterestand entertainmentto themessageoftheplay.

Eventsinaplaycannotbeeasilyforgotten.

b)Itexposestotheaudiencestheimmediateandexistingexperiencein

thesociety.

c)Itiseasilyunderstoodsinceitimitateswhatreallyhappensinthe

societyandpeoplehavesomeexperienceinit.

d)Indrama,thedevelopmentofthemes,plot,charactersetc.takes

placeswiftlyfrom thebeginningtotheendoftheplay.

e)Drama is fullofactions unlike othergenres.Itis easy to be

reproducedorcopiedbytheaudience.

f)Dramatendstobringthewholeworldonstageandhencehelpsusto
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learnwhatotherpeopledoorevenmakecomparisonandlatereffect

somechangesinthesociety.

TYPESOFDRAMA/PLAY

Thereareaboutseventypesofplaysnamely;

a)Tragedy:

Isatypeofdramawhichshowsseriousactionsandalwaysaprotagonist

endangershisorherlife.Itisadramaticrepresentationofseriousactions

whicheventuateinadisastrousconclusionfortheprotagonist(thechief

character).He/she become faced by death or isolation.Example,

“Kinjeketite”byIbrahim Husseinand“OedipustheKing”bySophocles

b)Comedy

Itisatypeofdramawhichisfunnyorhumorousbecauseitalwaysmake

theaudiencelaugh.Example,“TheGovernmentInspector”byNicolaiGogol.

c)Tragic-comedy

Thisisakindofdramawhichcombinestheelementsofbothtragedyand

comedy.Inthistypeofdrama/playaheroinedoesnotendangerhis/herlife.

I.e.doesnotendincatastrophe(deathordanger).

d)Historicaldrama

Thisisthetypeofdramawhichexpressesthehistoryofacertainsociety.

Alsointhistypeofdrama,thereaderwillfindtheelementsoftragedyand

comedy.Example,“Kinjeketite”byIbrahim Hussein

e)Melo-drama

This is a type ofdrama produced with musicalaccompanimentfor

entertainment.Itisadramawithsongsaccompanyingtheactions.
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f)Teleplay

Thisistheplaytobeshownintelevisionswhereactsandscenesmay

changequicklyanddramatically.

g)Dumbplay

Thisisthetypeofplayinwhichonlygesturesareusedtoconveya

messagewithoutspeech.Itisjustapieceofactiongiveninmimesandthe

actorsdonotspeak.

EXAPLESOFSELECTEDPLAY

a)TheLionandtheJewel–Soyinka,W

b)TheTrialsofBrotherJero-Soyinka,W

c)TheDilemmaofaGhost–Aidoo,A.A

d)TheGovernmentInspector–Gogol,N

C)POETRY

Poetryisaform ofliteraturethatusesaestheticand

rhythmicqualitiesoflanguagetoevokethemeaning

inportrayingthehumansocialrealities.Itinvolves

differentpoemswhicharewritteninform ofverses

andstanzas.

Poem isapieceofwritinginversesform especially

expressingdeepfeelingsinanartisticlanguage.
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NOTE:

Poetryistheartofcomposingorcollectingpoems

whileapoem isapieceofwriting in verseand

stanzaform especiallyexpressingdeepfeelingsin

anartisticlanguage.

FEATURESOFPOETRY(POEM)

a)Poetryisrichinfiguresofspeech

b)Itevokesemotions

c)Itismadeupofversesandstanzas

d)Itismadeupinrhymeandrhythms

e)Itmeanttobesung

f)Itgivesmorallessons

TYPESOFPOETRY(POEM)

Poems can be categorized basing on the two

elementsofliteraturenamely;

a)Form

b)Content
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a)Basingonform

Basing on form,one can divide poemsinto two

types;

Traditional(closedpoems)

Modern(openpoems)

Traditional(closed)poems

Thisreferstothosepoemswhichadherestrictlyto

the traditionalrules of composing poems like

rhyming schemes,rhythmic pattern,and equal

numberofsyllable,versesandstanza.

Modern(open)poems

This refers to those poems which ignores the

structuralpatterns ofcomposing poems.These

poemsarealsocalledthefreeversepoems.

b)Basingoncontent

Underthecontent,thedivisionofpoetrybaseson

whataparticularpoem addressestotheaudience.
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Someofsuchcategoriesare;

i. Narrativepoem:isapoem thattellsastory.

ii. Descriptivepoem:ispoem whichtellsonwhat

someoneorsomethingislike.

iii. Lyricpoem:thisisa poem which expresses

personaldeepthoughtandfeelings.

iv. Elegypoem:thisisamournfulorplaintivepoem

especiallyalamentforthedeadorafuneral

song.Theyaresadandsorrowfulpoemswhich

aresungmainlyforrememberingsomeonewho

hasdead.

v. Sonnetpoem:thisisapoem whichismadeof

fourteenlineswithaparticularpatternofrhyme.

vi. Odepoem:thisisapoem whichexpressesthe

writer’sthoughtsandfeelingaboutapersonora

certainsubject.Itaserioussongofsingletheme.

Odeisseriousexpressionofasingletheme.

vii. Song:isapoem settomusic.

viii. Dramaticpoem:thisispoem inwhichaperson
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istalkingtoanotherpersonorotherpersons.

ix. Balladpoem:thisisanarrativepoem inwhich

therearetwoormorepeoplespeakinginturn.

x. Epicpoem:thisisalongpoem thatdealswith

actionsofgreatmenandwomenorhistoryof

nations.Theytellastoryofheroicdeeds.

xi. Didacticpoem:thisisapoem designedtogive

instructions to readers.They are mainly for

politicaland socialmessages.Example,your

painbyArmandoGuebuza.

xii. Haiku poem:is a Japanese form ofpoetry

consistingofthreeunrhymedlinesoffive,seven

andfivesyllables.

xiii. Diamond poem:this is a poem abouttwo

oppositetopics.Exampleapoem whosetopicA

isbirthwhiletopicBisdeath.

xiv. Limerickpoem:this is a funnyorhumorous

poem consistingoffivelines.Ithastherhyming

patternof“aabba”.
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IMPORTANT TERMSUSED IN THESTUDY OF

POETRY

a)Verse:isasinglelineinapoem whichformsa

stanzaorapartofastanza.

b)Stanza:is the combination orcollection of

verseswhichform apoem orapartofapoem.

Stanzasarecommonlynamedaccordingtothe

numberofverses/linesasfollows;

Monostich;itisoneversestanza

Couplet;itistwoversesstanza

Tercet;itisthreeversesstanza

Quatrain;itisfourversesstanza

Cinquain;itisfiveversesstanza

Sestet;itissixversesstanza

Heptastich;itissevenversesstanza

Octave;itiseightversesstanza

c)Poet:isamanwhocomposespoems.

d)Poetess:isawomanwhocomposespoems.

D
o

w
n

lo
ad

ed
  fro

m
 w

w
w

.m
u

to
o

n
lin

e.co
m

, yo
u

 can
 d

o
w

n
lo

ad
 m

o
re p

astp
ap

ers

www.mutoonline.com


69

e)Persona:isapersonwhospeaksinapoem.

He/sheisalsocalleddramatist.

f)Rhyme:istherepetitionofsimilarsoundsatthe

endofwordsinastanza.

Typesofrhyme

Perfect/exactrhyme:itoccurswhenthesounds

matchexactlymostlyattheend.E.g.cameand

fame.

Partial/imperfect/approximate/slant/nearrhyme:

itoccurswhenthesoundsdonotmatchexactly.

E.g.hungerandplumber.

Eyerhyme;itoccurswhenwordsseem torhyme

buttheyarenot.E.g.enoughandthrough.

Internalrhyme;itoccurswithinorinthemiddle

ofaline.E.g.‘theyweresinging,bringingthe

ring’,‘Ineedmykidtobed’

Endrhyme;itoccursattheendofthelines.

g)Rhyme scheme:is the regular pattern of

rhymingwordsinapoem.Rhymeschemecan
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berepresentedbydifferentletterstoshoweach

rhymingsound.Forexample,inClaudieMckay’s

IFWEMUSTDIE,therhymeschemegoesABAB,

CDCD,EFEF,andGG.

Typesofrhymescheme

Regularrhymingscheme;itisakindofrhyme

scheme thatfollows a particularconsistent

orderinapoem.Eg,“IfweMustDie”byClaud

Mckay.

Irregularrhymingscheme:itisarhymescheme

thatdoesnotfollowaparticularconsistentorder

inapoem.Eg,ADyingChildbyPiterLwamba.

h)Rhythm:theseareregularmovementsofbeats

occurringinthepoem astheresultoftherising

andfallingofsounds.

i)Refrain:thisistherepeatedlinewhichappears

attheendofeachstanzainthepoem.

j)Tone:is the attitude ofthe poetorpersona
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towardsthesubjectmatterbeingaddressedina

poem.Itcanexpresslove,hatred,pity,sarcasm,

sad,angry,romantic,humorous,nostalgic,etc.

k)Mood:isthefeelingthereadergetsthroughthe

prevailingtone.Moodiswhatthereaderfeels

afterreadingapoem.I.e.thefeelingsofthe

readerafterreadingthepoem.Inthelongrun,

thereadercanbehappy,sad,angry,sympathetic,

ironical,etc.

l)Meter:thisreferstothegeneralregularpatterns

ofstressedandunstressedsyllableinpoetry.It

istheresultofrisingandfallingofsoundswhich

madeapersonatostressthewordsdifferently.

m)Foot;isagroupoftwoorthreesyllableswhich

form thebasicunitofpoeticrhythm.

n)Alliteration:is the repetition of the initial

consonantsoundsoftwoormorewordswhich

arenearbyin a lineofa poem.E.g.‘darling

Derrickdeaddearly’,‘feelfreefriendlyFreddy’
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o)Consonance:thisistherepetitionofconsonant

soundsattheendofwordsinstressedsyllables.

E.g.‘Ineedmykidtobed’,‘youhurtmyheart’.

p)Assonance:istherepetitionofsimilarvowel

soundswithinwordsclosetooneanotherwith

differentconsonantsounds.E.g.‘theysellthe

weddingbells,baseandfade’

q)Reiteration:istherepetitionofthesameword

foremphasis.

r)Title:isthenameofapoem.

s)Poeticlicense:isthefreedom thatpoetsand

poetess has in violating some facts and

grammaticalruleswhencomposingpoems.

t)Poetic diction:refers to the way words are

chosenandarrangedaestheticallyinapoem to

portrayhumanrealities.

POETICDEVICES

Poetic devices referto the features thatdefine
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poetry(poem).OR,aredevicesusedtoshow how

thepoem isconstructedorcomposed.Thereare

threeclassificationsofpoeticdevices,namely;

a)Sensedevices

b)Structuraldevices

c)Sounddevices

a)Sensedevices

Thesearepoeticdevicesthatbringanimagetothe

mindofthereaderofthepoem.Theyincludeall

figurative or imaginary language like hyperbole,

understatement,allusion,irony,imagery,simile,

analogyetc.

Note:

Analogy;isacomparisonbetweentwoobjectsthat

are essentially differentbuthave atleastone

commonquality.

b)Structuraldevices

These are poetic devices that determine the

structureofapoem andshow how thepoem is
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formedorstructured.Theyinclude;

Polysyndeton;istheuseofseveralconjunctions

inaclosesuccessionespeciallywheresome

mightbeomitted.E.g.herunsandjumpedand

laughedforjoy.

Asyndeton;is the omission ofconjunctions

wheretheywouldnormallybeused.E.g.herun

jumpedlaughedforjoy.

Repetition

Stanza

Verses

Punctuationmarksetc.

c)Sounddevices

Thesearedevicesthatdetectsoundsinthepoem.

Theymakeapoem/songtobesung.Theyinclude

alliteration, assonance, consonance, idiophones,

onomatopoeia,rhymes,andrhythm.

PROCEDURESOFINTERPRETINGAPOEM
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a)Lookandobserveatthepoem carefully.This

helpsinidentifying;

Numberofstanzasandversesinawhole

poem.

Typeofstanza

Rhymeandrhymingpatterns/scheme.

b) Readthewholepoem carefully.

c)Re-readthepoem carefullywhileidentifyingthe

difficultywordsusedinit.

d) Findthemeaningofdifficultywordsusedin

thepoem.

e)Re-readthepoem carefullyrelatingthemeaning

ofdifficultywordstothecontextofthepoem.

f)Askyourselfonwhatthepoem isallabout.

g) Identifythethemesportrayedinthepoem.

h) Commenton the mood and tone ofthe

persona.

i)Identifythemessagefoundinthepoem.

j)Comment on the poetic diction (devices)
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employedinthepoem.

k)Relate the poem read to yourpersonaland

nationallifeexperience.

THE DIFFERENCE BETWEEN POETRY AND A

POEM

a)Poetry is the literary work in which the

expression offeelings and ideas are given

intensitybytheuseofdistinctivestyleand

rhythm;setpoem collectivelyasagenreof

literature,WHILEpoem isapieceofwritingin

whichtheexpressionoffeelingsandideasare

given intensity by particular attention to

dictioni.e.rhythm andimagery.

b) Poetryisaliteraryform thatcoversawide

range,WHILEapoem isawrittenpieceof

literarywork.

c)Poetryisan artform,WHILE apoem isa

composedliterarywork.
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d) Poetryismadeofpoems,WHILEapoem is

afundamentalunitofpoetry.

e)Poetryisacollectiveterm usedtoindicate

manypiecesofindividualpoems,WHILE a

poem isacollectiveverseusedinthesenseof

anindividualpieceofwork.

f)Poetry is an artistic ability ofcomposing

poems,WHILEapoem isaworkthatresult

from theexerciseofpoetry.

IMPORTANTITERMSTO BECONSIDEREDIN

THECRITICIM OFAPOEM.

Inthecriticism ofanyliterarywork,wehaveto

considertwo(2)elementsofliteraturethatare;

a)Form and

b) Content

Undertheseelementswehavetoanalyzethesub-

elementsofbothelements.

a)Form
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Inform,wehavetoanalyzetheitemslike

Thetitleofthepoem

Thestructure(form)ofthepoem

Thelanguageused(figuresofspeech)

Thetoneofthepoet/poetess

Themoodofthepoet/poetess

Therelevanceofthepoem

b) Content

Inthecontent,wehavetoanalyzetheitemslike;

Messageand

Themes

EXAMPLESOFSELECTED BOOKSOFPOETRY

USED

SelectedPoems-TanzaniaInstituteofEducation.

GrowingUpwithPoetry–DavidRubadiri.
######################################################END######################################################

BYSIR;

DASTANMWESIGECLEMENCE,

CHRISTTHEKINGNYANTAKUBWAGIRLSSECONDARYSCHOOL,

P.O.BOX04,SENGEREMA.

MWANZA-TANZANIA.

(LITERATUREDEPARTMENT)
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